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constant factor of Christianity is this Spirit, which is,
determined by what God is, and man is, and Christ is ;
and not by our notions of what they are.  The changing
element is  the  embodiment  of   this  Spirit and  its
manifestations, according as it guides Christians in-
stinctively and by way of feeling to a more exact and
specific determination of the ideal of life and conduct,
and indirectly to more faithful symbolic or prophetic
construction of the  order of  things to which such
conduct refers, i.e. to truer notions of God and man
and Christ in their relation to one another.    (/) Thus
the process is from feeling to conduct; from conduct
to a conjecture as to the theoretical implications of
the feeling.     As an illustration:   It is feeling and
instinct that first drive men to seek the means of life
and multiplication.     Reflection  on  this  instinctive
action reveals the underlying theory of life, which
then  aids  to  accelerate and improve the  process.
(g)  The   hierarchic   organisation   of   the   Christian
people is the natural and obvious means of collecting,
comparing  and  systematising to   public utility the
scattered results of  individual experience, and pro-
viding formulated  standards  of  conduct and belief.
(h) The fallacy I combat is that of substituting what
are  called fundamental  theological  dogmas for   that
Spirit which is the only constant and essential ele-
ment,   (z) A dogma in this sense (e.g. Christ is God)
is taken as an asset of the understanding, as part and
parcel of our intellectual system;   not  merely as a
prophetic or symbolic statement of a fact in another
order of   reality than   that  with  which  experience
deals,    (j) For this would mean that Christianity was
conduct determined by knowledge, and perhaps tinged